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Strategic Planning Community Meeting  

On Tuesday, April 24, 2012, approximately 70 individuals, six Board of Education members, 
district administrators, staff and community members joined me in celebrating the positive 
aspects of Franklin Township Public Schools.  This was the first of the three strategic planning 
community workshops which will be run by Dr. Charles Ivory.  The focus of the second meeting, 
which will be held on Wednesday, May 9, 2012, will be our expectations for the future and what 
the district needs to fulfill these expectations.  Information from the first community workshop will 
be posted on the strategic planning web page on the district website shortly.   

 

Phantom of the Opera 

This production ran last weekend and will run again this weekend. On Thursday, April 19, 2012, I 
had the pleasure of joining over 300 senior citizens and members of Franklin Township’s Adult 
Communities for the dress rehearsal of Franklin High School’s Spring Musical “Phantom of the 
Opera.”  The evening, which began with light refreshments and the opportunity for our guests to 
sign up for a Senior Discount Gold Card, was a huge success.  I also had the opportunity to see 
one of the public performances last weekend and shared the following with Ms. Betty Demonic, 
Director of the show:  

 

“This past Thursday evening, hundreds of senior citizens from our adult community, Board members and 
I had an opportunity to experience the excellent dress rehearsal performance of Phantom of the Opera in 
our school's auditorium. The standing ovation that was given to your cast, production staff and you that 
evening was just the beginning of their show of appreciation for the theatre excellence demonstrated by our 
students under the direction of your outstanding production staff and you.  As you know many of our guests 
lingered for quite a bit after the performance to rave to cast members and anyone else who would listen 
about the incredible performance that they just saw.  The day after and since, Board members and 
community members who were there during the dress rehearsal, continue to e-mail me and tell me 
how great the dress rehearsal and students were when I see them throughout the district. I couldn't agree 
more!  You have been most gracious in making the dress rehearsal performance accessible at no cost to our 
senior citizens over the last few years.  Through your graciousness and the excellence of our students, staff 
and you, we have developed a warm and supportive adult community.  I am sure our adult community 
members look forward to next year's rehearsal performance even before the one they are attending is 
concluded. 

 Last evening, I had the opportunity to see our students perform a second time to a full house. Again, the 
performance was simply amazing!  You have created a standard of excellence in high school theatre that is 
unparalleled.  We are blessed and most fortunate to have someone of your dedication and talent.  You truly 
humble and inspire us all!”   

 

Every 15 Minutes  

On Tuesday, April 24, and Wednesday, April 25, 2012, students at Franklin High School were 
given a look at the real life experience and consequences of drinking and driving without the real 
life risks.  This emotionally charged program was an event designed to dramatically instill 
teenagers with the potentially dangerous consequences of drinking alcohol. This was the second 
time that Franklin High School participated in the program.  It was organized and sponsored 
through a collaborative effort between the Franklin High School Student Assistance Program; 
Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the Prevention of Substance Abuse; Franklin Township 
Police, Fire and Emergency Services Departments; Franklin High School parents and many 
community organizations and businesses.   Three articles on the event have appeared in the 
Home News Tribune.   

 



Update on School Closings  

At the March 29, 2012 Special Meeting of the Board of Education, I reported that there had been 
evidence of the presence of bed bugs in several of our schools.  The extent of the presence had 
varied from school to school and our responses have been tailored to each school.  Subsequent 
to the meeting, a large majority of the buses utilized by our students were also examined and 
treated where necessary.  We are working with a representative with the State Department of 
Health to create an educational program for staff, students and community members who may be 
affected by bed bugs.   

 

Upcoming School Closings and Other Calendar Items   

All schools, except for MacAfee Road School, will be closed for students and 10-month 
instructional staff on Monday, May 21, 2012.  All other staff members must report to work as 
usual on that day.  All of the schools in the district will be closed for students and 10-month 
instructional staff on May 25th and 29th.   Further reminders will be provided as these dates 
approach.   The final day of the NJASK examination will be administered to our 7th and 8th grade 
students tomorrow instead of today.   

 

New Jersey Department of Education Monitoring   

In accordance with the Education Jobs Act, sometimes known as (Ed Jobs) and other federal law, 
local education agencies are required to provide programs and services to their schools based on 
the requirements specified in each of the authorizing statutes (ESEA, IDEA, Special Education, 
Ed Jobs and Carl D. Perkins).  The law further requires that the state education agencies such as 
the NJ Department of Education monitor the implementation of federal sub grantee and related 
programs.   

 

Our school district has been selected for an Ed Jobs and consolidated federal programs on-site 
monitoring visit.  This visit will take place on May 30th, 31st and June 1st, 2012.  The purpose of 
this visit it to evaluate the implementation of the district’s Ed Jobs and related programs to 
determine whether these programs are meeting the intended purposes as specified in the Ed 
Jobs and current IDEA applications and the objectives of the authorizing statutes.  When we are 
notified of the results of the monitoring, I will report them to the Board and the public.   

 

NJ Focus Schools 

I was recently informed by Dr.  Bari Ericson, NJ Department of Education Assistant 
Commissioner/Chief Performance Officer that the Department of Education has released an 
amended list of NJ Focus Schools, in accordance with the USDOE waiver and federal 
regulations.  Two of our schools, Sampson G. Smith School and Franklin Middle School, will be 
named on the list.   

  
As stated in the ESEA Waiver Application Draft dated November 3, 2011, a Focus School is a 
school in which particular subgroups are demonstrating a lack of success in achievement or 
graduation outcomes, and schools in which within-school achievement gaps are the largest.  Two 
of our schools have been categorized as Focus Schools for the latter of the reasons, because 
there is such a large disparity between the performance of our highest and lowest achieving 
subgroups.   
  
The waiver states that Department’s Regional Achievement Centers, also known as RAC, will 
work with LEAs to develop and implement customized improvement plans for Focus Schools, 
targeted specifically at the identified achievement gaps, and aligned to the federal turnaround 
principals included in the waiver.  I will provide routine updates on the implementation of our 
school improvement plans to the Board.  I will also provide further updates on how the waiver 
impacts our district and individual schools as that information becomes available.  
 

Personnel Update   



Progress is being made in filling the Franklin High School Principal position and second-round 
interviews are scheduled for next week. The interview process will begin in May for Vice Principal 
positions at Sampson G. Smith Intermediate School and at Franklin Middle School.   


